SOME DOUBTS ANSWERED

"I have certainly not lost hope that the Princes will deem it a
pride to become real trustees of their people. I do not seek
to destroy their status. I believe in the conversion of indivi-
duals and societies."

Shri N. C Kelkar^ President All-India States9 People
Conference., mote to Gandhiji the following letter dated June 22,
i934 :

"The people in the Indian States desire to ascertain your indivi-
dual opinion on certain matters affecting themselves, so that we
may move the Congress to consider, in the light of your opinion,
the desirability of defining its policy on certain questions more
precisely than at present, and modifying it somewhat on certain
others.

^The first question that we would bring to your notice in this
connection is the necessity of the Congress taking up for solution
problems pertaining to the States. The Congress has now given
up its traditional policy of "keeping itself unspotted" from the
States. It recruits members in the States and brings them under
the control of its district and provincial committees. The ac-
cession of strength that it has thus received from the States, is
by no means negligible; nor are these members sleeping partners
in the Congress activities, although these activities concern mostly
British India alone. On the other hand, even in such move-
ments as civil disobedience, they have proved good comrades-
in-arms and have cheerfully borne their share of the burden,
realizing that British India and Indian India are essentially one
and indivisible, and that the concerns of one are necessarily the
concerns of the other also.

"We think that time has now arrived for the Congress to res-
pond to this spirit of good comradeship, exhibited by the States>
people by putting all its weight and prestige behind their efforts
at self-emancipation. At the Madras (1927) and Calcutta (1928)
sessions, the Congress GO doubt pleaded for the establishment
of democratic Swaraj in the Indian States and extended its sympa-
thy to the inhabitants thereof. The Calcutta resolution is "well
worth quoting here in ex fen so :

eThis Congress urges on the ruling Princes of the Indian States
to introduce responsible government based on representaliSye